Haemorrhage and thromboembolism, both important disorders of the coagulation system, are leading causes of maternal deaths and they also pose significant risks in gynaecology and perinatalogy. The preface, like the title of the book, states that it will be useful to candidates preparing for the MRCOG examination and also modestly that it may provide some practical guidance for doctors who occasionally encounter these conditions.
More emphasis on certain important aspects (which will enhance its comprehensiveness) should perhaps be given. Ectopic pregnancy, a common gynaecologistʼs diagnostic bugbear and possible haemostatic nightmare, surprisingly was treated only to a page or so under the chapter of "Massive obstetric haemorrhage". It probably deserves a chapter by itself, and guidelines on how to optimally manage a case of suspected or ruptured ectopic pregnancy would be pertinent. With an epidemic of Caesarean sections in recent times, the number of cases relating to morbidly adherent placenta previa to Caesarean scars and surrounding structures is on the rapid rise. The management of such cases, including operative approaches and the difficult option of leaving the placenta intact in uterus, deserves more mention. Anaemia, a common condition which weakens the obstetric patient response to haemorrhage, is hardly discussed.
Still, I will strongly recommend this handy up-to-date book for the busy obstetrician/gynaecologist teacher, and make use of it personally when asked to explain difficult concepts of thrombosis and haemostasis to junior colleagues in my hospital. The fact that this is one of the titles in the well-received MRCOG and Beyond series, makes it essential reading for all MRCOG trainees. It is, on its own merit, a valuable introductory text to the difficult subject of thrombosis and haemorrhage and deserves a place in any O&G departmental library. From the RCOG website, the books of MRCOG and Beyond series retail at £26.00 which is quite reasonable. 
